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Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures
Cluster of Excellence ‘Understanding Written Artefacts’
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20 March 2024|CSMC News
Nepal Project Hands Over Digitised Documents to the National Archives
For decades, a German-Nepalese initiative captured thousands of manuscripts from Nepal’s  written heritage on microfilm. Still, more than 20 years after the project's completion, the National Archives lacked access to some of the documents. With the help of CSMC, the gap has now been closed.      
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14 March 2024|CSMC News
Workshop: The Calligraphy of Tagging
Contemporary urban tagging is, by far, the most prevalent and widely practiced form of calligraphy in history. This May, a workshop on the theory and practice of tagging gives students a unique opportunity to gain insights into a vibrant cultural mass phenomenon. 
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13 March 2024|CSMC News
New Seminar Series on Persianate Written Artefacts
Starting this March, a new seminar series, held in Persian, focuses on Iranian and Persianate manuscript cultures. The first seminar will explore the seals on Iranian manuscripts during the Islamic period.
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04.04.244:15 PM
Thursday Lecture: Dario Calomino and Giorgia Cafici 

08.04.241:00 PM
Workshop: Manuscripts with Sample Letters in Late Medieval Eurasia

11.04.244:15 PM
Thursday Lecture: Emad Sheikh al-Hokamaee

22.04.249:00 AM
Workshop: Woodblock Printing

13.05.241:00 PM
Workshop: The Calligraphy of Tagging

16.05.244:15 PM
Thursday Lecture: Ralph Bodenstein
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Logbook: The CSMC Blog
‘ENCI Gives Us Access to a Wealth of Source Material’

Interview series about ENCI, part 1: Assyriology

With ENCI, Assyriologists gain access to numerous previously inaccessible sources. In this interview, Cécile Michel explains the purpose of the clay envelopes in which many cuneiform tablets are hidden and talks about her expectations for the first field trip with the new device to the Louvre.

Full Story


Logbook: The CSMC Blog
‘The Challenge is to Combine Lightweight Construction and Radiation Protection’

Interview series about ENCI, part 2: X-ray physics

ENCI is a globally unique mobile CT scanner for sealed cuneiform tablets. In this interview, Christian Schroer explains the main challenges during the construction of ENCI.

Full Story
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Artefact of the Month
Retiring in Red

Unveiling the Story of a Veteran Roman Soldier through Scarlet Letters

The Fayyum oasis in Middle Egypt, November 103 CE: An official of the Roman army is checking the documents of a man in his mid-forties. The document in his hand is written in an ink with a peculiar colour: red. And this is just one of the many aspects that make this written artefact noteworthy. What was its purpose, and why did the scribe choose this unusual ink?

Full Story





CSMC Film
What does it mean to do research on written artefacts? Employing concrete examples, this video gives an introduction to the work of scholars and scientists at CSMC.
More videos
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Contact
Universität Hamburg
Centre for the Study of Manuscript Cultures
Warburgstraße 26
20354 Hamburg
Tel: +49 40 42838-7127
Email: manuscript-cultures"AT"uni-hamburg.de
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